RESTORATION
Florence & Southern Italy
Workshop / Summer 2020

Istituto Lorenzo de’ Medici

Pictures taken during past Summer Restoration Workshops,
both in the LdM Florence premises and during the experience in Southern Italy

Florence & Southern Italy Restoration Workshop
The LdM Florence and Southern Italy Restoration Workshop provides an exciting opportunity for
participants of various ages and backgrounds to deepen their personal cultural experience and creative
skills. As a 4-week Program, the workshop consists of a month-long hands-on exploration of restoration
and conservation, and it is offered twice, in June and in July. Along with related historical, religious
and cultural insights, students balance studio classes in Florence with field work in inspiring locations
in Southern Italy.

Dates

Application deadlines

June 2020: from May 28 to June 26

June Session: April 15th, 2020
July Session: May 15th, 2020

July 2020: from July 2 to July 30

COURSE DETAILS
This workshop consists of three weeks in Florence and one field week in Southern Italy, during which
you will approach the fundamentals of historical painting and of modern painting restoration techniques.
By working on original polychrome wooden sculptures, oil paintings and frescoes, you will gain a
comprehensive knowledge of the subject and the basic skills needed in the profession.
In Florence, working in a fully functional restoration lab, you will perform diagnostic studies, understand dating and
historical context, learn cleaning and consolidating techniques, and how to recognize proper products and reconstruct
missing parts. During hands-on sessions you will focus on original works of art from the 16th to 17th centuries,
acquiring original fresco techniques, such as mixing fresco mortar (intonaco), preparing a sinopia, painting a fresco,
as well as various detachment and conservation methods.
During the field week in Southern Italy you will be based in the antique town of Rocca Imperiale, located in
the Calabria region, an important ancient Greek settlement and a notable archaeological area, also famous
for its impressive medieval fortress. There you will have the opportunity to apply the most appropriate
conservation and restoration techniques to authentic works of art directly in their historical locations.
This year you will work in a 15th century monastery on the fascinating backdrop of a medieval town, restoring a
series of frescoes depicting the life of Saint Francis. Under the guidance of professional restorers, you will also clean
17th century oil paintings from molds, salts and fungi, inside a church located in an impressive hilltop town close to
Matera, the European Capital of Culture 2019, in the nearby region of Basilicata.
LdM Course code: RES 225 F
Contact hours: 90
Credits: 6 (upon request)

CLASS CALENDAR - JUNE

CLASS CALENDAR - JULY

Check in: Thursday May 28
Orientation Meeting: Friday May 29
Class starts: Monday June 1
Public Holiday: Tuesday June 2,
Founding of the Italian Republic
Field week: Sunday June 7 - Saturday June 13
Local Holiday: Wednesday June 24,
St. John the Baptist (Florence only)
Class ends: Thursday June 25
Check out: Friday June 26

Check in: Thursday July 2
Orientation Meeting: Friday July 3
Class starts: Monday July 6
Field week: Sunday July 12 - Saturday July 18
Class ends: Wednesday July 29
Check out: Thursday July 30

COURSE SCHEDULE
WEEK 1 - Florence
•
•
•
•

Introduction and description of the course structure.
Introduction to the pictorial technique of ancient painting.
Cleaning of an ancient painting. Information on trip, organization of stay and restoration work
in Rocca Imperiale.
Transfer to Calabria.

WEEK 2 - Field Week in Southern Italy
•

Monday - Friday full day restoration work and afternoon/evening activities.

•

Analysis and restoration of seventeenth-century paintings on canvas, affected by mold, lichens
and fungi, requested by the Curia of Cosenza.

•

Return to Florence.

WEEK 3 - Florence
•
•
•
•
•

Calabria de-briefing. Preparation of the different kinds of plaster for infilling cracks in paintings.
Gessoing the painting.
Restoration (in-painting techniques) and Refining work.
Introduction to Fresco. Creating a fresco.
Finish painting a fresco.
Demonstration of detachment technique for fresco and re-attachment onto a canvas.

WEEK 4 – Florence
•
•
•
•

Separating the canvases and start of the restoration work on frescoes.
Restoring missing color on fresco paintings.
On-site visit in the Florence area, taking part in an on-going project of the Restoration Department.
Final exam and conclusion of the course.

GENERAL ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
•

Participants must be at least 18 years of age.

•

Participants must have completed one year of university by the start of the program.

•

Credit-bearing students must have a cumulative GPA of 2.8 or higher. Students must have upheld
a good academic and judicial standing with their home institutions/schools.

•

Participants must be in a good medical/psychological condition to succeed in the program.

•

The relevant Program Application form must be completed and signed.

•

Copy of diploma, high school/college/university transcript or equivalent (translated into English).

•

Participants whose first language is not English must provide proof of English proficiency.
Non-native English speakers are required to demonstrate that they have reached a high-intermediate level in
the English language skills, with certification or other evidence equivalent to the following minimum overall
TOEFL scores: Paper Based Test 550+, Computer Based Test 213+, or Internet Based Test 80+.

•

Proof of Payment.

Should participants not meet the above criteria please contact info@ldminstitute.com for additional information
and instructions.

GENERAL INFORMATION
The stay in Florence consists of regular attendance at the LdM Institute, where the participants follow scheduled daily
classes in the school’s premises and around the city (if pertinent).
The ‘field week’ consists of full day activities spent at the scheduled location, where the participants will be involved
full-time with educational activities balanced with recreational activities.
Minimum number of participants required to open the workshop: 5
The Tuition Fee Includes:
•

The entire course for a total of 90 contact hours.

•

Accommodation (holiday farm, B&B, hostel) and full board (breakfast, lunch bags, dinner)
at the scheduled field location.

•

Transportation from Florence to the field location and back.

The Tuition Fee Does Not Include:
•

Accommodation and board in Florence.

•

Beverages (to be paid for on site).

•

Required personal materials (to be brought from home and/or purchased in Florence).

•

Lab fee (if any - to be paid on site).

•

Any minor transportation by public bus.

Further details and suggestions about expenses will be given during enrollment and the first classes.

ACCOMMODATION AND BOARD
Field week: The participants will be hosted in selected hotels, holiday farms, B&Bs, where they will enjoy
full board (breakfast, lunch, dinner). The group will be accommodated in double/triple/quad rooms.
Single rooms are generally NOT available. The rooms will be assigned to the participants according to roommate
requests, common program, and gender. The available accommodation and further details will be given
during enrollment.
Florence: The cost for accommodation and board for the weeks planned in Florence is NOT included in the tuition
fee, and may vary according to the type of accommodation. The accommodation in Florence can be arranged
through the LdM housing service. Further details will be given during enrollment.

TRANSPORTATION
The trip to the field location is organized by LdM and will be outlined through a mandatory pre-departure
orientation session.
• The departure usually takes place on a Sunday, and arrival back in Florence is planned for Saturday.
Exact details on meeting point/time will be given in class.
• Transportation from Florence to the field location and back will be by private bus or public transportation
(bus, train, etc.) arranged by LdM.
• Participants who are late for personal reasons will be required to make their own private arrangements for
transportation and no refund will be made for this expense.

LdM Department of Restoration and Conservation Studies
Saving priceless artworks is a global issue. Restoration and Conservation courses at LdM offer great opportunities
to travel all over the world, working directly and exclusively on originals from the 14th to 19th centuries.
Students at the LdM Restoration Department have restored artifacts in the Medici Chapel Museum in Florence.
Furthermore, they have traveled to Nepal in collaboration with the University of Kathmandu to work in both Hindu
and Buddhist temples; to India to work on frescoes and paintings from the 17th and 18th centuries; to Chile to work
at the Pablo Neruda Museum; to Argentina to work on the sculptures of Piazza Italia; and recently to the Easter Island
to restore the famous Moai statues.
LdM Professors are among the experts who have restored the Magi Chapel in Florence’s Palazzo Medici-Riccardi
and paintings in the Uffizi Gallery, and who collaborate with the world’s top restoration institutions like Florence’s
Opificio delle Pietre Dure.
For further information, please contact info@ldminstitute.com

contact
LdM ITALY MAIN OFFICE
FLORENCE, ROME AND TUSCANIA
Via Faenza, 43
50123 Florence, Italy
Phone: +39.055.287.360
Phone: +39.055.287.203
Fax: +39.055.239.8920
info@ldminstitute.com

LdM ACADEMIC RELATIONS
AND STUDENT SERVICES
3600 Bee Caves Road, Suite 205B
AUSTIN, TX 78746 U.S.A.
Phone: +1.877.765.4LDM (4536)
Phone: +1.512.328.INFO (4636)
Fax: +1.512.328.4638
info@ldminstitute.com

