Certificate in

International Conflict Transformation (ICTC)
at LdM Rome

International Conflict Transformation
LdM Rome offers an intensive one-semester Certificate Program in which students of
different career paths learn how to analyze and evaluate conflict from an international
perspective.
This fifteen-credit certificate offers an intensive study program in International
Conflict Transformation. The certificate takes place in Rome, Italy’s capital and
a city well situated to provide international knowledge and insights, located as it
is at a major geographical intersection. Through five courses, students become
better informed about global politics and can measure the difference between
principles and practice. The courses generally take a case-based and current
affairs approach, and class sessions are highly interactive. The three core courses
explore the nature of conflict and of violence, the workings of international
humanitarian assistance, and modern strategies for resolving (or transforming)
conflict. Students have a choice of two track courses in which they further pursue
closely related topics: the real effects of globalization; the anatomy of terrorism;
the operations of the UN and other organizations in Rome.
ALL COURSES ARE TAUGHT IN ENGLISH
PREREQUISITES // Please note that the LdM ICTC Certificate may require
advanced skills. We encourage students to look for prerequisites in LdM academic
catalogue available online at www.ldminstitute.com.

CORE COURSES
ANT / POL 326 R
Anthropology of Violence & Conflict
3 cr. / 45 hrs
POL 292 R
International Conflict Resolution
3 cr. / 45 hrs
POL 297 R
Humanitarian Affairs
3 cr. / 45 hrs

TRACK COURSES
Students are required to choose two
courses from the following:
POL 250 R
Globalization & Social Change
3 cr. / 45 hrs
POL / HIS 380 R
International Terrorism
3 cr. / 45 hrs
POL 328 R
International Rome: A UN City
3 cr. / 45 hrs

Core Courses
ANTHROPOLOGY OF VIOLENCE AND CONFLICT
3 cr. / 45 hrs
Conflict pervades our daily lives, and violence erupts indirectly or directly into
our experience. What is the distinction between the two, and what are intelligent
and effective ways to deal with them? In this course students apply concepts from
anthropology and political science to the dynamics of conflict and violence, of various
types and levels, in contemporary society. The course examines major definitions of
violence and conflict, exploring classic and notable theories and debates in the social
sciences and other disciplines. A basic distinction between interpersonal and group
dynamics receives much attention. Most focus will be upon the “macro” level: the
ways in which communities, states, and other associations deal with the escalation of
conflict and the real or presumed conditions underlying violence (such as exclusion or
asymmetries in power structure). Issues addressed include the impact of globalization,
cultural differences, identity and constituency, and the processes leading towards
conflict transformation, peace, and reconciliation.

INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION
3 cr. / 45 hrs
The course presents concepts and theories related to the
peaceful transformation of international violent conflicts,
illustrating them with examples taken both by global peace
initiatives and Italian experiences in the field. Approaches to
International Conflict Resolution have become widely used and
discussed in the last decade. New roles and tasks have emerged
for international organizations such as the United Nations and
the OSCE. At the same time, civil society organizations have
increasingly played an important role in conflict resolution,
through “second-track” or citizens’ diplomacy, conflict sensitive
approaches to development, as well as third party nonviolent
intervention. In Italy, several peace organizations have their
roots in Christian Catholic values. The strong tradition of selfgovernment has also encouraged municipalities and regions to
work on development and peace issues. At the end of the course
participants will have a clear understanding of international
conflict resolution and will have gained an insight into concrete
examples from both global and Italian organizations.
HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS
3 cr. / 45 hrs
Humanitarian emergencies and international aid are dynamic
and increasingly important dimensions of world politics. This
introduction to the field focuses on the interaction between
international law, politics, and human rights as concerns
international relations and peace operations. Students
receive a thorough grounding in international humanitarian
assistance covering legal aspects and major practical and
policy considerations regarding implementation. They also
test academic theory against current events in terms of the
fundamental humanitarian principles of humanity, neutrality,
impartiality, and independence. The course briefly retraces
and analyzes the concept of “human security” and the highly
debated principle of the “right to protect,” both of continuing
international relevance. However, the course is practitioner
oriented. Students explore primary considerations for
implementing humanitarian assistance, including: early warning
systems; operational challenges (timely response, unhindered
access, etc.); funding; coordination and cooperation; politics;
the relationship between humanitarian assistance and longerterm sustainable development. In the process they look at
many actors contributing to humanitarian assistance, ranging
from the United Nations to the International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC) and NGOs. The course outlines
the relevant legal framework including international human
rights law, international humanitarian law, refugee law, and
the international criminal courts. Finally, the course considers
categories and persons directly affected by humanitarian crises
such as refugees.

Track Courses
GLOBALIZATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE
3 cr. / 45 hrs
This course critically examines the subject of globalization
from a sociological perspective. Globalization in some fashion

has been happening for centuries, but never before has it
so strongly reshaped society everywhere as today. Through
an interdisciplinary approach that combines perspectives
from sociology, anthropology, political science, economics,
and philosophy, students attain an understanding of some
fundamental features of globalization. Exploration of selected
substantive topics (case studies) helps root the general in the
particular. The concept of globalization; the central themes
of changing communications and social networks; the main
economic, political, and ideological dimensions of globalization,
are analyzed. Emphasis will be given to a set of interconnected
themes: the role of capitalism and other systems; the function
and effectiveness of institutions such as the IMF and the World
Bank; changes in global governance; the relationship between
globalization, inequality, and poverty; the fate of cultural
diversity in a globalizing world; issues of gender, ethnicity,
environment, social justice, and human rights.
INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM
3 cr. / 45 hrs
This course examines the phenomenon of terrorism, which
may be defined as the calculated use of violence (or threat of
violence) against civilians in order to attain goals related to
political or religious ideology. It addresses questions like the
following: What is a terrorist and how should terrorism be
defined? What are the motivations behind the use of terrorism
and political violence? What are the policies that states are
adopting to combat terrorist attacks? What is the future of
terrorism and counter-terrorism? The course looks briefly at
the “terror regimes” of previous centuries, and then studies
the different forms of terrorism in the 21st century in terms
of their geopolitical areas and their goals of the destabilization
of governments and democratic systems and gaining political
independence. The course includes analysis of current events
and case studies.
Prereq.: HIS 130 Western Civilization, or POL 150
Introduction to Political Science, or equivalents
INTERNATIONAL ROME: A UN CITY
3 cr. / 45 hrs
Treating the United Nations in Rome as a case study, this
course explores the purposes, background, and operations of
international organizations in an age of globalization, the major
challenges they face at the international level, and the responses
to them of the international community. Studying in Rome
will allow students to integrate class learning with first hand
experience of the UN, participating in conferences, meeting
UN officials and diplomats and accessing key UN information.
Students will discover the policies undertaken by the United
Nations and the way they are implemented. The course will
survey the UN organizations in Rome: FAO, WFP and IFAD.
Students will familiarize themselves with the development
priorities of these organizations. They will analyze their work
and prepare project drafts that address their assigned issues
and goals. Through research, meetings and debate, students
will identify strengths and problems of these organizations
and develop solutions by evaluating probable consequences of
proposed actions.
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LdM is among Italy’s most distinctive and established international institutes for higher education founded in 1973 in Florence.
With over 45 years of growth and experience, LdM offers almost 600 different courses in 38 academic subject areas, focused
on Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, Creative Arts, Design, Sciences, Agriculture, and Italian Language and Culture. Today
LdM hosts over 3000 students a year from all over the world. With its main campus in Florence, it has premises in Rome,
and Tuscania, providing the opportunity for students to study abroad in multiple locations and truly experience the cultural
richness of both historical and contemporary Italy. At LdM formal university-level learning is integrated with an emphasis on
personal growth, individual engagement, and community responsibility, offering educational opportunities deeply rooted in the
surrounding environment.

mission

About LdM Rome

Istituto Lorenzo de’ Medici is committed to delivering a
high-quality international learning experience through which
students advance along their formal educational paths, develop
their creativity, realize their own potential, and empower
themselves to impact the world around them.

LdM Rome is located near the city’s center in an elegant
nineteenth century palace in the government and business
district. The premises offer an intimate academic setting
that counterbalances the vibrant life of the Italian capital
city. Students benefit from particularly small class sizes and
are individually assisted during their entire stay. Flourishing
Roman shops and restaurants surround the campus, and many
famous sites, such as the Spanish Steps and the Trevi Fountain,
are within walking distance.

our faculty
LdM faculty is comprised of experienced and dedicated
professors. All LdM Certificate courses are taught by qualified
professionals with extensive experience, Originating from
various Italian regions and over 40 countries, LdM instructors
share an international outlook that supports the LdM mission
of delivering a high-quality international learning experience.
Faculty selection is based on academic qualifications and
commitment to community engagement and empowerment,
among other LdM core values.

COURSES
LdM Rome students can choose courses in subjects such as
history, classical civilizations, art and literature, as well as
international business and marketing, political science, film
studies, environmental studies, and Italian language. A specific
STEM Program also provides immersion in the long-standing
scientific traditions Italy offers.

HOW TO APPLY
Students are requested to provide the following documents: application form, proof of payment, copy of passport, copy of
diploma, high school/university transcript or equivalent high school/university transcripts or equivalent (inclusive of grading
system and translated in Italian or English), personal essay certification of proficiency in English, or other evidence equivalent to
the following minimum overall TOEFL scores: Paper Based Test 550+, Computer Based Test 213+, or Internet Based Test 80+.
The application and housing form can be downloaded at www.ldminstitute.com.

APPLICATION DEADLINES:

FALL SEMESTER // JUNE 15TH

SPRING SEMESTER // NOVEMBER 15TH

